
 “Enduring Issues” Essay 

DIRECTIONS: An “Enduring Issue” is an issue or topic that exists across time in U.S. History. It is an issue that the 

American people have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. Read or observe the five documents 

below. Then identify and define an enduring issue that is common to all the documents in the set. (For instance, 

documents such as the Dred Scott decision, a Reconstruction literacy test, a Harlem Renaissance poem, MLK’s Letter from 

a Birmingham jail and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 would share the issue, “The African-American struggle for equality saw 

many achievements and setbacks.”) Finally, write an essay in which you: 

1. Identify and define the issue using evidence from at least three documents. 

2. Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing either: 

1. How the issue has affected people or been affected by people, or: 

2. How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over time 

• Include outside information from your knowledge of social studies and evidence from the documents. 

DOCUMENT 1: Closing of Hiring Site Reflects Tensions Over Latino Workers  

By Al Baker Source: www.nytimes.com/2001/06/13/nyregion/closing-of-hiring-site-reflects-tensions-over-latino-workers.html 

Date: June 13, 2001 

Six weeks after Suffolk County rejected a proposal to create a community support center where Hispanic day laborers 

could wait for work each morning, a similar battle has broken out here in neighboring Nassau County. 

Last Wednesday, officials in this one-square-mile village, citing residents' complaints, closed a dusty outdoor hiring 

center it had established for the laborers 14 months ago. On Monday and again today, the workers took to the streets in 

protest. 

The conflict makes Farmingdale the latest flashpoint in a continuing cold war on Long Island between some longtime 

residents, most of them white, and the brown-skinned day laborers who do the menial work that many Americans 

refuse to do. It is an emotional struggle that has at times turned violent, as it did last fall in the Suffolk community of 

Farmingville, when two Mexican laborers were picked up by men posing as contractors and then were severely beaten. 

The debate in Suffolk reached another height in April, when the County Legislature let stand County Executive Robert J. 

Gaffney's veto of a bill to spend $80,000 for a hiring hall in Farmingville that would have housed a support center 

offering educational, legal and referral services for the workers as well as a place where they could wait for work. Some 

here today said that the veto had fueled the fight in Farmingdale. 

''The county executive's action, or lack of leadership, has indeed fostered an incredible anti-immigrant backlash which is 

now being picked up by the mayor in Farmingdale,'' said the Rev. Allan B. Ramirez, the pastor of the Brookville Reformed 

Church in Suffolk County and an advocate for the immigrants. 

For his part, the mayor, Joseph M. Trudden, said he had no such bias, and was not reacting to anything that happened in 

Suffolk when he and the four other members of the Village Board voted last Wednesday to shutter the 30-by-100-foot 

hiring center they had opened in April 2000 near the village center. 

Mr. Trudden said the board was merely responding to residents. ''We got complaints of them urinating, of littering,'' he 

said. ''There were many complaints of harassing women. You know, 'Chiquita, Chiquita,' with kissing noises as they 

passed. One of the men actually exposed himself to a girl at the bus stop.'' 

Village officials said they would help the laborers find a permanent site, and suggested two other places the workers 

could gather in the meantime -- one in an unincorporated portion of Farmingdale, in the Town of Oyster Bay, the other 

just across the county border on a piece of state land in Suffolk. 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/al-baker
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/06/13/nyregion/closing-of-hiring-site-reflects-tensions-over-latino-workers.html


Mr. Trudden admitted that workers would be confused about where to go. And Oyster Bay officials said that they knew 

nothing of Farmingdale's plan. ''Do they have the right to do that?'' asked James V. Moriarty, a town spokesman. 

Today, with temperatures rising and the landscaping, roofing and construction industries at full tilt, a handful of laborers 

protested the closing. The workers and their advocates said officials had bowed to those behind an anti-immigrant 

campaign on Long Island. 

''To them, the most important thing is to deport the workers and to make sure the workers have no rights at all in this 

country,'' said Nadia L. Marin-Molina, executive director of the Workplace Project, which helped organize the workers. 

''They just don't get it that the workers are relying on this to make a living and that they are not just going to go home to 

Latin America.'' 

The hiring site itself was created to get the day laborers off the streets, where drive-by employers in trucks were causing 

traffic congestion. 

Ms. Marin-Molina and Mr. Trudden agreed that the hiring site, in a residential area on Elizabeth Street, was intended to 

be temporary. But each side blamed the other for failing to find a permanent location. 

Ms. Marin-Molina said that each time her group tried to talk about the issue, it did not get any response from the mayor 

or the village attorney, Patrick Mielo Mr. Mielo denied that. ''We proposed 14 different locations, and they turned them 

all down but one,'' he said. 

On the street near the closed site, Juan Ramirez, 36, of Honduras, held a homemade sign that read, ''Stop the Hate.'' He 

wondered why the site was closed in June, when work is abundant, rather than the winter. 

Caryl Ann Petrocelli, 32, who was pushing her 1-year-old twins in a stroller nearby, said she could see both sides of the 

issue. 

''You want them to have jobs,'' she said. ''But the value of the homes drop because nobody wants to move where the 

workers are hanging out.'' 

DOCUMENT 2: Flood Of Immigrants To Long Island Sparks Tension 
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=120281312 

November 19, 2009 12:44 AM ET ARI SHAPIRO 

For decades, the eastern half of Long Island swam in a sea of red sauce. Italian restaurants dotted nearly every strip 

mall. Now, the mozzarella has some competition. 

A recent TV spot that aired in Long Island shows three men sitting around a deli table. The first says in a thick Long Island 

accent, "Are you kidding? Mi Ranchito has the best pupusas!" The second man indignantly shoots back, "Whadda you 

know? You think Carleone's has the best empanadas!" 

That public service announcement lightheartedly calls for harmony between whites and Hispanics in a community where 

a flood of immigrants from Latin America has created tension and sometimes violence. 

One year ago, an Ecuadorean day laborer named Marcelo Lucero was stabbed to death. The defendants are seven high 

school students who said they went out about once a week looking for immigrants to bash. They called it "beaner 

hopping." 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Suffolk County's Hispanic population has grown by 40 percent since the 

millennium. In many towns, a sight has become common that was rare a decade ago: groups of men standing on street 

corners, waiting for work. 

 

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=120281312
https://www.npr.org/people/2101154/ari-shapiro


 

Latinos In Suffolk County, N.Y. (2000-2008) 

Suffolk County's Hispanic population has grown by 40 percent 
since the millennium. As a percentage of the total population 
in the county, Latinos made up 13.7 percent in 2008, up from 
10.7 percent in 2000. 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Credit: Alyson Hurt/NPR 

Suffolk covers the half of Long Island farthest from New York City. It 

includes summer towns where celebrities own multimillion dollar weekend homes, and working-class villages where 

people raise their families. 

Farmingville, N.Y. 

Louise Scarola lives in one of those villages, a town of 17,000 called Farmingville. 

"I won't really go to a 7-Eleven where there's 50, 60 guys standing out there in the morning," Scarola said on a recent 

walking tour of her neighborhood. "I'm just not comfortable with that." 

She and her husband share a modest house with two dogs on a quiet street. She points to a crumbling shell of a home 

where, she says, 64 people lived in a 900-square-foot house. The landlord took in $10,000 a month and rented beds out 

in shifts. 

"Somebody got a bed for so many hours a day, and somebody else got that same bed for so many others," Scarola says. 

Because there was only one toilet in the house, people used the backyard. "So there were multiple holes dug that 

people would urinate and defecate in." 

The town eventually cracked down on this landlord and others who were doing the same thing, but Scarola says there 

are still crowded homes in the neighborhood. 

Signs of the immigrant tide are everywhere. Down the street, a few dozen men gather around a truck. Representatives 

from a Spanish language church are handing out hot chocolate and brochures. 

When Scarola asks whether they have anything in English, the man haltingly replies that their handouts are only in 

Spanish. Scarola wishes them luck, and the man replies, "God bless you." 

"I don't have anything against these people," says Scarola. "They're human beings like you and me. They're not 

subhumans because they come over the border to make a better life and help their families." 

Scarola says that when people in her neighborhood do a home renovation, they don't necessarily seek out a contractor 

who only uses documented workers. Instead, they go for the cheapest price they can find, regardless of who's doing the 

work. 

"Then these may be the same people that are out there screaming, 'Deport them.' So it gets to be hypocritical," Scarola 

says. "I mean, obviously [immigrants] wouldn't be here if there weren't jobs for them." 

That is the crux of the issue, says Matthew Crosson. He's president of the Long Island Association, a consortium of 

businesses and community groups that promotes development in the region. From a business perspective, Crosson says, 

immigrants keep Long Island's economy afloat. He argues that without them, countless restaurants and landscaping 

businesses would close. 



"The reality is, given the outflow of younger people on Long Island, those jobs simply would not be done in this 

community," he says. "Anybody who says that there are plenty of Long Islanders who could be filling those jobs is just 

incorrect factually. That is not the case." 

'This Is My Community' 

Elaine Kahl does not dispute that argument. But, she says, "If we need people here, we do it legally." 

Kahl grew up in Suffolk County, and she is now co-chair of a group called The Suffolk County Coalition for Legal 

Immigration/No Amnesty. She wants every worker to be documented. 

Kahl lives in the vacation mecca of Southampton. It's a playground for the rich and famous, with huge lawns and 

swimming pools that need a lot of maintenance. In the past, high-schoolers might have done those jobs, but Crosson 

says that's no longer the case. 

"Things have changed," says Crosson. "Kids don't go running around mowing lawns, and you don't get kids who are 

going to bury their arms up to their elbows in hot dishwater." 

Kahl is disturbed by the changes to her community. "Where is it written that people can just come in and sit down and 

settle in, and not be accountable to anybody?" she asks. 

"I believe that what we're on a path for here is very frightening," Kahl says. "The end of that path is mob rule — 

complete breakdown of our society." 

With strong voices on both sides of the immigration divide, a cold Thursday night in Farmingville found a group of whites 

and Latinos standing side by side, just struggling to get by. 

 

Jon Stepanian distributes groceries with the group Food not Bombs in Farmingville 

on Long Island. On the group's first night out, a woman called the police when she 

learned illegal immigrants were receiving the free groceries. 

Marisa Penaloza/NPR 

The group Food not Bombs hands out fresh groceries here once a week. There are 

boxes full of pomegranates, bananas, broccoli and cauliflower — roughly 2,000 

pounds of food on this night, all donated by local farms and supermarkets. 

There are at least as many people speaking English as Spanish. One woman pulls a birthday cake out of a box and asks 

whether anyone is having a birthday. Jon Stepanian, another volunteer, oversees a box full of dairy products. "This is 

plain yogurt," he says to a Hispanic mother carrying a young child. "You can mix in different flavors, like strawberries or 

whatever." 

When Stepanian helped start this program in June, he had no intention of engaging in an immigration debate. The 

debate found him. 

"The first woman that drove up said, 'This is great bread!' and she started putting bread in her bag," says Stepanian. 

"She started talking to us, and she goes, 'Do you feed the illegals?' We said, 'We feed everybody. The food's free. We 

think food's a right.' She goes, 'You can't do that, though. This is my community!' " 

The situation became tense. The woman eventually called the police, and the police said the group could stay. 

Acts Of Violence 

Immigrant rights activists in Suffolk County say Latinos have grown accustomed to a low-grade hostility. People spit and 

shout at immigrants. Day laborers who ride bicycles say cars have driven them off the side of the road. 



Speaking in Spanish at a hiring site for day laborers, an immigrant from Guatemala named Giovanni Garcia described 

injuring his hand while loading a trailer at a work site. 

"My boss told me if I took him to court he'd call immigration to have me deported," Garcia says. "I told him, 'Bring it on.' 

My boss didn't call immigration and didn't pay for my medical treatment. I had to pay for it." 

There are also high-profile acts of violence. Two immigrants were beaten nearly to death in 2000. A few years later, 

attackers firebombed a Mexican family's house. The violence seemed to culminate with the Marcelo Lucero murder, 

almost exactly one year ago. Now the Justice Department is looking into whether the local police have a pattern of 

ignoring hate crime allegations. 

DOCUMENT 3: On Long Island, Sessions Vows to Eradicate MS-13 Gang 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/28/nyregion/jeff-sessions-ms-13-gang-long-island.html 

 

Representative Peter T. King, left, Republican of New York, and Attorney General Jeff Sessions at the United States 

Courthouse in Central Islip on Friday.Credit...Chang W. Lee/The New York Times 

By Liz Robbins 

• April 28, 2017 

CENTRAL ISLIP, N.Y. — The attorney general of the United States, Jeff Sessions, came on Friday to this Long Island area 

besieged by the transnational gang known as MS-13, and in a 20-minute speech to local police commissioners and 

sheriffs vowed to eradicate the gang by cracking down on illegal immigration. 

Mr. Sessions said the gang, which is linked to El Salvador, carries a threat similar to the Colombian cartels and the mafia. 

He said it smuggled gang members across the United States border and recruited young immigrants. 

His message was familiar, and it bore the wishes of President Trump, who Mr. Sessions said was “particularly alert to” 

the violence affecting Suffolk County, where the bodies of four young men who had been brutally killed were found near 

a park on April 13. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/28/nyregion/jeff-sessions-ms-13-gang-long-island.html
http://www.nytimes.com/by/liz-robbins


The authorities contend the killings had the markings of MS-13, which would bring the gang’s body count to 15 in Suffolk 

County since the beginning of 2016, the most violent stretch since MS-13 took hold on Long Island in the late 1990s. 

 “The MS-13 motto is kill, rape and control,” Mr. Sessions said at the United States Courthouse here. “Our motto is 

justice for victims and consequences for criminals. That’s how simple it is. Prosecute them, and after they’ve been 

convicted, if they’re not here lawfully, they’re going to be deported.” 

Mr. Sessions talked tough, declaring that “this is the Trump era,” when the federal government would back law 

enforcement. He said that he would add prosecutors to the Eastern District of New York. On Wednesday, Gov. Andrew 

M. Cuomo of New York had come to the area to announce that he would add 25 State Police officers to the gang-fighting 

efforts. 

Mr. Sessions did not, however, offer assurances to the sizable immigrant community that its members could report 

crime to the police without worrying about their immigration status. 

That has been a concern for local law enforcement officials, who fear that the Trump administration’s promise to crack 

down on undocumented immigrants will destroy trust in the community and hamper investigations. In presentations 

throughout the county, the Suffolk County police commissioner, Timothy Sini, said that if crime victims or witnesses 

came forward, the police would not ask about their immigration status. 

Mr. Sessions called the notion of strict immigration enforcement eroding trust an “exaggerated argument” and said that 

people could still call 911 anonymously to report crime. 

He said that prosecuting immigrants who had entered the country illegally and committed crimes was still the federal 

government’s priority, and that the government was not “out seeking witnesses to crimes to deport.” But he added, “It 

cannot be that the attorney general grants immunity contrary to law for people who violate the laws of the United 

States.” 

Mr. Sessions then met with law enforcement officials from Suffolk County, Nassau County and the State Police to discuss 

ways to best fight a gang whose hallmark weapon is the machete. 

Before Mr. Sessions arrived, about 200 protesters gathered in the early morning outside the courthouse, across the lawn 

from the armored cars and Homeland Security guards. 

“I’m concerned that his response is anti-immigrant, which would lead to racial profiling Latinos, African-Americans,” said 

the Rev. Calvin O. Butts III, the president of the State University of New York at Old Westbury. 

But Representative Peter T. King, a Republican from the Second District of New York, which includes Central Islip and 

neighboring Brentwood, was visibly angered by the protesters. He had invited Mr. Sessions to Long Island to meet with 

law enforcement officials to help solve the problem, and attended a news conference after Mr. Sessions’s speech. 

“They should be on their knees thanking him, not out there protesting,” Mr. King said at the news conference. “It’s 

shameful, it’s disgraceful that leaders in the community would criticize the attorney general.” 

Mr. Sessions said the first step to combating criminal groups like MS-13 was to secure the border and restore “a lawful 

system of immigration.” He noted that the administration was adding immigration judges at the border to expedite 

deportations, and criticized the “lawless practice” of sanctuary cities that do not cooperate with immigration authorities. 

(Though, in a reversal, he said that he was “a big admirer” of the New York Police Department for leading the way in 

community-based procedures, and proving that “broken-windows strategies work,” referring to aggressively policing 

minor violations to prevent more serious crimes.) 

“We cannot continue with this transporting across our border illegal immigrants who have not been properly vetted and 

actually are part of criminal organizations,” Mr. Sessions said. 



 

Image 

 

About 200 protesters gathered in the early morning before Mr. Sessions arrived.Credit...Chang W. Lee/The New York 

Times 

He did not elaborate on how MS-13 smuggles gang members into places like Long Island, but last week, Mr. Sini did. 

“There is no question that MS-13 members who have immigrated illegally here have recruited individuals coming over,” 

he said. Mr. Sini added that intelligence showed that MS-13 was threatening local families to become legal guardians for 

gang members. 

The numbers, he said, are indicative of this trend: seven of the 13 MS-13 gang members indicted in a sweep by the 

United States attorney’s office in March had entered the country as unaccompanied minors. Ten of those indicted were 

undocumented immigrants. 

About 4,000 unaccompanied minors have settled in the county in the last several years after fleeing the violence-racked 

countries of Central America, and gang members have preyed on them. About 400 children who entered the country 

unaccompanied and relocated to Brentwood are now enrolled in the school district, Levi McIntyre, the superintendent, 

said last week. 

“The best way to tackle the problem is to convince young people to stay away from the gangs,” Mr. Sessions said. During 

a news conference, he would not commit to providing financial resources to Suffolk County for intervention or 

prevention programs. 

Later, when he met with the families of two teenage girls from Brentwood who were killed in September, he did make 

that promise, said Evelyn Rodriguez, the mother of one of the girls, Kayla Cuevas, 16. 

“He told me, ‘Rest assured that this is going to be spoken about, talked about, and there will be more resources and 

programs to our community and schools,’” Ms. Rodriguez said. “I’m happy that he did come out and hear our concerns.” 



La Mara Salvatrucha, shortened to MS-13, originated as a street gang in Los Angeles in the 1980s, with members who 

were refugees from El Salvador. It developed into a transnational organization. Mr. Sessions said he was told that the 

gang had headquarters in the jails of El Salvador and had 30,000 members, 10,000 of them in the United States. 

On paper, the Suffolk police seemed to make progress after the killings of Ms. Cuevas and the other girl, Nisa Mickens, 

15, arresting 170 gang members. Then came the deaths of the four young men. Two of them were immigrants from 

Honduras who had escaped gangs there. 

“I have a message for the gangs that target our young people: We are targeting you,” Mr. Sessions said. “We are coming 

after you.” 

A version of this article appears in print on April 29, 2017, Section A, Page 21 of the New York edition with the 

headline: Sessions Vows to Wipe Out MS-13 Gang Through Tough Immigration Policy.   

 

DOCUMENT 4: LONG ISLAND 

Jeff Sessions creates new federal task force to fight MS-13, other crime  

By Nicole Fuller and Robert E. Kesslernicole.fuller@newsday.com, robert.kessler@newsday.com  @NicoleFuller 

Updated October 16, 2018 8:58 AM 

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/ms13-killings-subcommittee-1.21980129 

Assistant U.S. Attorney John Durham, of the Eastern District of New York, was one of five federal prosecutors from 

across the country that the U.S. attorney general named to the new transnational crime task force. 

 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions at a news conference at the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia in 

Washington on Monday. Credit: AP / Carolyn Kaster 
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U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions on Monday named a veteran federal prosecutor on Long Island to advise a new task 

force targeting the MS-13 street gang and other transnational organized crime groups. 

The move is the latest in the Department of Justice's broad assault on the street gang, which has been alleged to have 

killed at least 25 people on Long Island since 2016. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney John Durham, of the Eastern District of New York, will lead the task force's subcommittee on MS-

13.  

In a news conference in Washington, Sessions recalled meeting Durham in his recent trips to Long Island to highlight the 

battle against MS-13, saying, “I’ve been there. I’ve met with John.  He is an experienced prosecutor. He’s played a 

significant role in leading the FBI’s Long Island Task Force, focusing on MS-13. They have arrested hundreds of MS-13 

members....He knows the area -- maybe this group -- as much as anybody in America, maybe more.” 

Durham, deputy chief of the U.S. Attorney's Long Island criminal division in Central Islip, is one of five federal 

prosecutors from across the country that Sessions named to advise the new transnational organized crime task force. In 

addition to MS-13, it will also target Mexico's Sinaloa Cartel and the Lebanese Hezbollah. Sessions deemed 

those groups as the "top transnational organized crime threats" in the United States.  

Sessions said he has instructed the task force's subcommittees to provide “specific recommendations” within 90 days 

“on the best ways to prosecute these gangs and ultimately take them off of our streets,” according to his statement. 

A spokesman for the U.S. attorney’s office in Central Islip, where Durham has worked for about 13 years according to his 

LinkedIn page, declined to comment. 

Durham is the lead prosecutor in the case against the alleged MS-13 gang members charged in the Sept. 13, 2016, 

killings of Nisa Mickens, 15, and her friend, Kayla Cuevas, 16. Prosecutors have said the four young men indicted in the 

killings went “hunting for rival gang members to kill” when they inadvertently came across Cuevas, who “was involved in 

a series of disputes with members and associates of the MS-13” and her friend Mickens, and fatally beat them with 

baseball bats and machetes. 

In addition to prosecuting that case, Durham, along with fellow prosecutors Raymond Tierney, Paul Scotti and Michael 

Keilty, also is prosecuting the MS-13 members accused of murdering four young men in a Central Islip park in 2017.  

The killings of the teens initiated an intensified crackdown on the gang by local and federal law enforcement authorities 

and attracted the attention of President Donald Trump, who has railed against the gang as he pushes an anti-illegal 

immigration agenda.  

Trump and Sessions both visited Long Island last year and vowed to go after the gang. Sessions' April 2017 visit came just 

two weeks after the bodies of the four teens were discovered in the Central Islip park.  

Last October, Sessions announced the Justice Department’s Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces would use 

the federal racketeering statute, or RICO, as well as tax and gun laws to take aim at MS-13.  

Durham has been prosecuting gang cases on Long Island for many years. Along with then-Assistant U.S. Attorney Richard 

P. Donoghue -- now the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of New York -- he prosecuted the leader of the gang’s 

Leeward clique operating in the Brentwood and Central Islip areas. In 2010, Wilver Lopez, 29, was sentenced to 35 years 

in federal prison for murdering a fellow gang member in 2004. 

Since 2010, the office has prosecuted MS-13 members for 45 murders, officials have said. 

Durham is also prosecuting former Suffolk District Attorney Thomas Spota and Spota's chief deputy and key aide, 

Christopher McPartland, who are charged with taking part in a cover-up of an assault committed by former Suffolk 

police Chief James Burke. Spota and his co-defendant have pleaded not guilty and are set to go on trial in March.  



Durham also prosecuted Burke, who is currently serving a 46-month sentence for beating a suspect and orchestrating a 

cover-up.  

Durham, who began working for the Eastern District at its Brooklyn office in 2005, is the son of John H. Durham, the U.S. 

Attorney for Connecticut.  

After graduating from Holy Cross and the University of Connecticut Law School, Durham worked as an associate for 

several law firms and clerked for a federal appeals court judge, according to officials and his Linkedin page. He 

transferred to the Long Island office in 2006 and became one of the three deputy chiefs in 2011. 

Since 2003  Durham’s office has successfully prosecuted hundreds of MS-13 members, including many clique leaders, for 

violent crimes including murders, attempted murders and assaults, working with the FBI’s Long Island Gang Task Force. 

The FBI task force also includes local police and agents from other federal law enforcement agencies, according to 

federal officials. 

Durham’s selection was hailed by both law enforcement officials and even defense attorneys who represent MS-13 

members. 

Suffolk County Police Commissioner Geraldine Hart released a statement saying: “I worked closely with Assistant U.S. 

Attorney John Durham during my tenure as head of the Long Island Gang Task Force and his knowledge of MS-13 is 

unmatched. He has proven to be an invaluable partner of the Suffolk County Police Department in our long-term 

commitment to dismantle MS-13 .... He has a wealth of information on MS-13, as well as other gangs, and I am sure his 

expertise will prove useful in the nationwide crackdown on gang activity.” 

Suffolk Legis. Robert Trotta, who worked with Durham when he was a Suffolk police officer said, “I couldn’t think of a 

better person in the entire planet ... He’s by far the most competent prosecutor I’ve met and worked with. He’s the 

entire package and we are lucky to have him.” 

John Wallenstein, a Garden City attorney who has represented a number of MS-13 members and is the past president of 

the New York State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, said: “Durham is one of the most experienced prosecutors 

in the country when it comes to MS-13 and gang violence." 

Praising Durham’s integrity, Wallenstein said: “I can talk to him and he will give you a straight answer … [though] I might 

not like it.”  

 

By Nicole Fuller and Robert E. Kesslernicole.fuller@newsday.com, robert.kessler@newsday.com  @NicoleFuller 

Nicole Fuller is Newsday's senior criminal justice reporter. She began working at Newsday in 2012 and previously 

covered local government. 

 

Rubric for Enduring Issues Essay Assignment 

POINTS CONTENT 

28-30 

Enduring issue is defined and 

representative of documents 

Enduring issue is guiding theme 

throughout essay 

Discusses task in body paragraphs (people OR change) 

Uses more than three documents 
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Explains history, rather than just 

describe it 

Rich in outside information 

24-27 

 

Enduring issue is defined and representative of documents 

Enduring issue is present 

throughout essay 

Discusses task in body paragraphs (people OR change) 

May use more than three 

documents 

May explain history, rather than 

just describe it 

More than satisfactory in outside information 

20-23 

 

Enduring issue is defined and 

representative of documents 

Topics discussed with little 

reference to enduring issue 

May discuss task in body 

paragraphs (people OR change) 

Uses three documents 

Describes history; contains 

satisfactory outside information 
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Enduring issue is not defined or 

not present 

No reference to enduring issue in 

essay 

Does not discuss task in body 

paragraphs (people OR change) 

Uses three documentsDescribes 

history; contains little outside 

information 

0-15 

No enduring issue 

Does not discuss task in body 

paragraphs (people OR change) 

Uses fewer than 3 documents 

Describes history; contains no 

outside information 

 


